TEST TAKING STRATEGIES THAT WORK
Before and During Each Test
Follow a strategy 

· Know how much time you have to work with

· As you go, check to see how much time remains

· Work quickly, but don’t rush

· Read and understand each question before you answer

The First Pass Strategy 

· Go through the whole test or exam from start to finish

· Answer the questions you know first – don’t guess at this point! 

· Don’t waste time on difficult problems. Put a star by them and come back later 

Go Through the Test a Second Time 

· Return to the difficult problems, starting with the ones you know the most about

· Guess if you must - don't leave any blanks unless there is a penalty for wrong answers

· if time remains, review your answers 

For Multiple Choice Tests

· Try to recall the answer before reading the choices

· If you are not sure of the answer read all of the choices 

· Cross out the answers that you know are wrong

· Choose the best answer that is left

· Guess only after you have narrowed the list down!

For Matching List Questions

· Read all items before making any matches

· Do the ones you know first

· Guess only if you must 

· Don't leave any blanks

Your First Answer is Usually Your Best Answer

Only Change an answer when:

· You learn something later in the test that refreshes your memory

· You learn something later in the test that proves your first answer wrong
